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Catholic school system,

TIIR with the kindergarten
running through the pri-

mary grades, the high school,
the colleges nnd tho universities, may
fairly be described as the must

phenomenon In the United
States. The latest statistics published
In the "Official Catholic Directory" re-

turn a population of sixteen and a halt
millions of Catholics In this country.
There are one and a half millions of
Catholic children In tho parish schools.
Thero ore nearly TOO academies for
girls, most of which carry on the edu-

cation of children In the grades and
girls In high school work. There ora
210 colleges for toys, but of this num
ber only eighty-fou- r do work moro ad-

vanced than the high school curricu-
lum. And the number of young men
doing either collegiate or graduate
work In these eighty-fou- r Institutions
is shown by tho most recent returns
to be 14,816. There are eighty-fiv- e In-

stitutions listed under tbe head of
"Seminaries,' and these Include not
only the large, well established, well
reputed schools of theological learning,
but also newer and smaller Institutions,
and the preparatory training schools
established In certain dioceses and re-

ligious communities. Considered
merely as to Its extent, therefore, the
Catholic school system In the United
States Is ft mammoth fact which
neither the statesman nor the school-

man can afford to Ignore or contemn.
Considered In Its meaning it Is not

less Impressive. It we omit the sem-

inaries, all of these other Catholic
schools exist In obedience to a con-
scientious conviction In the Catholic
mind that an education which Is not
saturated and Interpenetrated by re-

ligion is essentially vitiated. It will
not do to say that such training doea
not deserve to be called an education
because that old habit of speech so
popular with us for a long time Is
entirely misleading, and besides It
looks very much like calling names.
It Is an education, but it Is only partial
In character. I attended a historical
pageant at one of tho State universi-
ties a short time ago and one of the
figures burlesqued in that pageant was
the theologian-politicia- who made a
Bpeech in which It was constantly re-

iterated that mere book learning does
not constitute an education, and that
the Important thing la conscience. It
was In bail taste, I thought, for a State
university, supported In considerable
part by taxes of earnest religious men,
to tllng tills sorry Jibe Into their faces.

Tlif only decent and logical attitude
for defenders of the public school to
assume. Is that In the nitiiro of the
case religious Instruction must be ex-

cluded from thi curriculum f schools
which ussemb'.o under one roof the
children of believers, unbelievers and
misbelievers. It Is bad manners as
well as bad 'gle merely to ridicule tins
perfectly truthful and most solemn
statement that conscience really Is the
big thing In education nnd Its develop-
ment the finest fruit of tho school. On
the other hind, we are ourselves to
blame perhaps for want of felicity In
Hating our own position. Wo have
been guilty of making too little of that
training which Is effective as a prepa-

ration for tho work of 'the world be-

cause It happens to lo defective as a
preparation for life In the other world.
Hut passing nil this It Is a stupendous
moral fart tint the Catholic schools
exist In obedience to the profound con-

viction that all human studies ought to
be colored and Interpenetrated by re-

ligious energy nnd wanned by relig-

ious fi cling, and above all that tho
actual practice of religious devotion
oiuht lo be made a part of the school

1 When we add that the tremen-

dous expense, rtinn'ng up Into millions
of dollars nnima'ly. necessary to carry
on these schools. Is borne by people tho
great majority of whom are rivjiged In
. nr.l manual labor, peop'e who have
Indeed the necessaries of life, but few
of Its comforts nnd physic il refine-
ments, the splendor of this moral phe-

nomenon Is dazzling. The pitriotlsm
that exalts Itself Into hetoism In Unio
of war Foems utmost a oomuionpUco
passion when compared with the con-

scientious condition that leslsts the
wear of time, the temptation of money,
the ullurlng promise of better financial
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opportunity and tho other solicitations
offered by the official school system.

And particularly does tho Catholic
sctiool system become morally sublime
when we realize that in spite of the
fidelity and generosity of tho Catholic
laity and the teal of tho Catholic
clergy, this great network of colleges
and school Is mado possible only
through the work and of
members of tho religious orders of men
and women to whom Is practically en-
trusted tho whole work of Catholic
education In our country. When it Is
remembered, for example, that of the
great army of sisters engaged In the
schools the majority receive leas than
$100 a year in the way of salary and
that they do not spend anything like
this amount on living expenses but on
tho contrary lay by a considerable part
of it each year to build new schools or
better or larger ones to make their
work more effective, one Is constrained
to stand In admiration of a faith which
works out Into such superb heroism.

It Li not surprising, perhaps, that a
school which begins to be unpopular
by the very fact that It dissociates It-

self from other schools In spirit, aspi-
ration, method and end should be little
understood and less appreciated by
those other schools. Tho State sys-
tem of education, so far as resources
and emoluments are concerned. Is in
possession of the field. Dally the num-
ber of fine modern, hygienic and hand-
some school buildings is multiplied.
Iarger and larger each year grow the
appropriations for supplying teachers,
equipping laboratories, or libraries,
and the other apparatus of education.
Constantly moro and more attractive
grow the Infinite variety of classes and
more practical their application to the
ordinary work of life. The Catholic
school, built up In the heart of a de-

voted little parish, supported by the
people out of their poverty and their
faith, doing the essential work for
which it was created with remarkable
efficiency, but having neither the ex-
traordinary lmpresslveness of the pub-li- e

school nor the large attendance
nor the numerous faculty nor the
many other adventitious aids that
money may supply, very often looks
lew and cramped and dingy and unat-
tractive In comparison with Its official
sister. Moreover, the methods end
processes used In our schools are a
matter of mystery to most

It Is natural, therefore, for
teachers In the public schools, nnd
more particularly parents who pat-
ronize public schools to have fabulous
notions of the Inefficiency of Catholic
primary education and Catholic high
school work. Nor is the case better
when one considers the Catholic col-
leges. Tho large appropriations

by State universities annually
nnd the magnificent endowments be-

stowed by alumni or admirers tip n a
largo numlier of private iion-- i .tholic
colleges and universities natur.V'y im-

press tho beholder with awe as com-

pared with the Catholic colltgo wlie h
enjoys, it Is true, nn endowment of
flesh and blood In the shape of

and heroic men nnd women who
give their services for tho love, of
God, but who cannot expend money on
whims or extravagances, nor pad
nual reports with magnificent llu nc
Itealdes, In the case of tho colleges
there Is a curious nnd amusing suspi-
cion that because scholarship there is
religious and believing It must neces-
sarily bo unscientific.

I heard of a curious instance of this
kind lately. One of tho professors at
Notre Dame was going over the uni-

versity equipment wlrh the president
of n lirgo State university. While ex-

amining tho sclenco departments the
president asked what our attitude w is
to science, whereupon tho professor
answered that It was pretty largely
the same as our attitude toward beef,
steak or lolister. That eminent tdii-cat-

really believed tint it was Impos-
sible for a man to have a fair kti"W-edg- e

of modern science without re.iv n::
to believe in tho Christian rriu. n.
Strange n.s It may seem to the un-

initiated, this condition of mind Is al
most general among edu-

cators, nnd therefore they are thrown
back Into tho unpleasant dilemma of
believing either that wo are not s U-

lcere as regards our religion or not pro-

found ns regards our science. In the
Fame way Dr. Klllot, aforetime f
Ilamrd, rendered Catholic edile it'in
the only service of his life by detlirlti?
that the religion of the future would
bo n religion of science and tl it it
would therefore be without priest or
nlt.ir, without mystery or saerltlre. It
Is not surprising, therefore, that ic

educators, nnd In less measure
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(when one speaks of the colleges) the
public generally, are

prone to undervalue the educational
work of Catholic colleges and uni-

versities.
Hut does even the Catholic appreci-

ate his schools? Unquestionably yes
as regards thu primary work of tho
parochial school. Thu bishops and
priests of the country take u firm stand
as regnrds the attendance of Catholic
children at the parochial schools, but
our friends ought not to
fancy that this Is the wholo story.
They can hardly be got to believe that
alt the fulmlnations of the bishops and
all the persuasion of the priests would
be utterly powerless to build up the
great parish school system unless the
Catholic laity themselves realized
vividly the absolute need and desir.i-blllt- y

of the parish schools. In the
spiritual world, as in the natural world,
anything that Is forced or artificial or
contrary to the common sense of man-
kind Is doomed to extinction. It Is be-

cause fathers and mothers of Catholic
children believe firmly In tho need of
Catholic schools for the little ones that
these schools exist, nnd the demand of
the laity for them would be 'hardly less
Insistent If the bishops nnd tho priests
left the whole matter to the decision
of the laity. Thero Is no doubt, there-
fore, but that the parochial primary
school is thoroughly appreciated by
Catholics.

In lesser measure the Catholic high
school or preparatory college Is also
appreciated. This is shown by the fact
that nearly 200 preparatory colleges
exist for Catholic boys, or an average
of four for each State of the Union,
not to speak of the large and ever in-

creasing number of high schools which
cover the same field. Similarly, there
are nearly fifteen academies for girls
for each State of the Union, without
taking account of .a large number of
high schools not listed as academies.
And, finally. It seems clear that Cath-
olic preparatory colleges nnd high
schools are fully appreciated from the
fact that a considerable number of
careful parents among our

neighbors prefer to send their sons,
nnd especially their daughters, to Cath-
olic secondary schools.

I3ut what do we find when we come
to consider the colleges and universi-
ties of the country? That there Is
some appreciation of the work they
are doing is clear from the fact that
they exist In such large number and
that practically none of them is either
failing or stationary. The fact that
such appreciation Is growing some-
what Is shown conclusively from the
Increase in attendance at siirh schools
decade after decide. Tweiit tlvii
years ago matly three-fourth- of tho
Catholic young men nttetnlipg coliego
were enroll' d 111 Colleges.
Now the pt nent.ige Is reducid to one-hal- f.

Tin- - M it sties "fe not et any.
11:. ng !!Ko what they ought to be, but at
lt.t-- t the movi inent Is In the right dl-- ri

tlon anil it Is not hopelessly s! r,v.
And et It Is simply a want of candor
to my tliMt Catholics minlfest in pr.ie-tle- e

any enthu-iist- n over the.r grett
colleges and mm cMiics. If it wire
so why should otic-ha- lf of the f'.it hollo
college students of the country be
training In colleges'.'
Why should It have been possible f- r
Ir. I "lot to siy a few jeir.s 'o the
statement would not bo true now --

that Harvard is the largest Catholic
college In the t'tilted Statis, meaning
that there were more Catholic wiling
men doing college work nt Harvard
than in nny single Catholic soli ml.

And yet one Is at a loss to discern
nny giml reason for the failure of our
pi ople to appreciate nnd support tlielr
own Institutions. I.et us consider, for
example, the typical In-

stitution, A young man leaves his.
l.i me nnd matriculates there. He Is
mule acquainted with the charges for
tuition and other nc, osary Items of
fvpense. There nr agencies to help
him to locate a sntlsfactorv b anting
house. He may coti'i!t with his dean
about b's tlas-r- s. He must avoid ntiy-th'n- ir

like public d 'grace, and If ltrt
J'i Known to be tiih'tun'ly tizy or dis-

sipated he will be dropped frn the
school. Ho fir as personal toiu h or
Influence Is concerned, there Is pric-tieill- v

none of It exert Ned by such a
sellout as we hive ie, fluil. It w.ll
not di for the Mtidi'iit b ly to get u
reputi ' on f. r . o or Indolence, i-

fiat w"'iM ! '..1 the a' nd nice
f.til br ! down pn' ' c f r.t m and
abuse Hut w'th.n these- hrjo ptil.t.s
the ft, id' lit la left to his own s.

Now consider on the other hand

17

S. C, D. D.

what the typical Catholic college or
university does for Its students. It
has all the good points of the

school and In addition It con-
scientiously undertakes to exercise pa-

ternal care, "over every young man who
matriculates In It. When It has pro-
vided lectures and laboratories, nd
libraries It feels It has only begun Its
work. Tho social side of u boy's life
Is to bo cared for Just ns satisfactorily
as the Intellectual side. In most
cases, too, there are the physical de-
tails of food, lodging, uniUM'iiiciit nnd
the wonderfully complex and difficult
thing known ns discipline. Discipl-
inarians, without tlic natural advan-
tage of family affection In tho case, ore
expected to check, restrain, correct,
deny, admonish a large number ot
joung men during their most capri-
cious years. A prefect, for example,
may have responsibility for fifty young
men or more, nnd he is expected, while
avoiding so far ns possible anything
liko offensive espionage, to keep In
closo touch with the work, recrea-
tions, difficulties and discouragements
of a boy; to keep him pleased and com-
fortable and happy, while at tho same
time he puts limits to his freedom In
the Interest of study or character
building or protection against the
lioy's folly. To do this in the case of
a single young man Is commonly found
to bo a reasonably good day's work
for the average Intelligent father, and
parents who take a deal of trouble
with this problem are very properly
admired os models of fatherly and
motherly virtue. Now, this Is pre-
cisely what good prefects are doing
all the time. Their work requires
remarkable astuteness, exceptional
ability, exquisite tact and Infinite pa-
tience. Let no one be mistaken about
the prefect. The assembly of gifts and
talents 'and graces and heroisms neces-
sary for a mere President or Governor
or editor would by no means suffice to
make a man a good prefect, nnd when
he Is found and I have often found
him he ought to be acclaimed and
cherished as the rarest and best of
men.

At any rate, the remarkiblo qualities
required to deal successfully with the.
infinite variety of a boy's troubles and
a boy's foolishness are found In large
measure In the usual prefect, and there
U no power In money or nny other
emolument to repay the good prefect
for the labor and sohcltudn and dis-
comfort and worry connected with his
work. Now I should liko to nj-- the
Catholic father to make a cotnpari.'-o-
between the secular school which omits
altogi ther this precious paternal ser-
vice and the Catholic si ho,., where tho
failure of a buy either to mike good or
to l,e good Is felt almo:it 'ignantly
ns tt would be by thfi bo'.s father at
home, nnd where the In. xh.iustibln
treasures of loving soliiitmle and lc

watchfulness nnd nisei ar"
poured ovr nnd about i lot byi-aiiis- t

religious men every hotir of the d ly.
And then I should l.Ue to nk that
father whether he rei K 1. lives tho
Catholic school I teil! -- t .it. d as
It aright to be. In th 1.. it C t'io'ie
fi ritloN, observe, the ll.b .lei l il k ,e of
the work Is done at h t as well is In
otln r Institutions, ami, t1 n t..s won-
derful person it Inti r, , i f

whii h is bejonda'' i't t'.c most
pied. iii thing in a l"'' i it. on is
offered ill aiiilition. tt tan newr be
adequately repaid. Is it cwu rtdSun-ubl- y

nppn ci i toil ?

There are two f.ilt'v pood tests I
think by which to .linh'e i,f the Itua-tlo- n.

In the llrst p'aco there are still
ton many Catholic boys ntti riling

colleges nnd uniwrsitlcs. I
leave nut of account a le

number who attend such s. uils be.
cause they cannot afford to go to
Catholic schools, win re t'eto lire no
scholarships to 1k nbta e. d. nrl who
must usually attend si 1 In I irge
cities In which It Is .e ti earn
one's way through t o I, go. I am i

only those who dcl.hi r tcly
prefer to t v.'ido the very cundit oris
whii.li we look upon ns the urc.it. st ad-
vantage of the Catlede s 'i .. '. nim-'- y,

tho lel'.gloiis ntmosplu re ,vid the pa-- ti

rnnl discipline. In th s c "intry the
ymmg man In most Int i r. s rv' ti
the sihool he will atti tut i it'', r "'in
the parents, and vcrv n o the

"ling tnin Is in tl no tic i d m u t';e
pan lits Would be by t f
foinfort. l.beriv and .in f r
en dn metit. lloth p
lll.clv 'o have a fa1"!
superior merit of the i. her
M'hou'S.

Theio Is a wl ! MT 1 '

t'niif friKt'ci on fiii 'i(j (i. ,'h paue.


